General Information about Hong Kong

To ensure that participants will have a smooth experience during the 4th World Conference on Floating Solutions (WCFS 2024), we have summarized some travel tips for participants visiting Hong Kong for the first time. Below, you will find useful information regarding the weather, airport transfers, taxi services, currency, credit cards, the Octopus card, SIM cards and internet access in Hong Kong. Please feel free to utilize this information if you find it helpful.

· Weather
It's advisable to check the current weather conditions in Hong Kong before you travel. The weather information can be found from Hong Kong Observatory (HKO), please make a good arrangement of your travel and below are some websites of weather conditions in Hong Kong you can follow:
1. Hong Kong Observatory (HKO)
(https://www.hko.gov.hk/en/wxinfo/dailywx/wxwarntoday.htm)
2. Tropical Cyclone Warning (Local)
(https://www.hko.gov.hk/en/wxinfo/currwx/tc.htm?20210719143020)
3. Hong Kong Weather Warnings and Signals
(https://www.hko.gov.hk/en/wxinfo/dailywx/wxwarntoday.htm)

· Airport Transfer
Hong Kong International Airport offers several convenient transfer options to the city:
1. Airport Express: One of the fastest ways to reach downtown, taking about 24 minutes to Hong Kong Station. It's slightly more expensive but offers comfort and speed​.
(https://www.klook.com/blog/hong-kong-airport-transfers/)​.
2. Buses: A cheaper alternative with more scenic views, though travel times are longer, averaging 45 to 75 minutes​. 
(https://centralionrock.com/en/hong-kong-airport-transport-suggestions/)​.

· Taxi Services
Taxis are readily available, and while they do not offer a flat rate for airport transfers, the cost is generally reasonable. If you choose to take a taxi from the airport to the Kowloon area, please take the red-colored taxi, it should be noted that most taxi drivers only accept cash. Detailed information about taxi services can be found on the official Transport Department website:
(https://www.td.gov.hk/en/transport_in_hong_kong/public_transport/taxi/taxi_fare_of_hong_kong/index.html)​.

· Currency
The local currency is the Hong Kong Dollar (HKD). Most places accept credit cards and Octopus cards, but having some cash on hand is useful for smaller transactions or in areas that might not accept cards.

· Credit Cards and Octopus Card
Credit cards are widely accepted across Hong Kong. For public transport and small retail transactions, the Octopus (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octopus_card) card is extremely handy. It's a rechargeable contactless smart card that can be used on the MTR (https://www.mtr.com.hk/en/customer/tickets/about_octopus.html), buses, trams, and even in some retail stores.

· Local Transport (MTR)
The MTR (Mass Transit Railway) is a convenient and efficient way to get around Hong Kong, covering major districts and even providing routes to the boundary with Mainland China. 
​The MTR route map can be downloaded from the official website shown below:
(https://www.mtr.com.hk/en/customer/services/system_map.html)​.

· [bookmark: _Hlk166143102]SIM Card and Internet Access
Upon arrival at the airport, you can purchase local SIM cards or rent a pocket Wi-Fi to stay connected. SIM cards are available at various airport shops and counters, offering various data plans suitable for short visits​ (https://www.hongkongairport.com/en/passenger-guide/airport-facilities-services/sim-card-pocket-wifi)​. 
Free Wi-Fi is widely available throughout the city, especially in public areas and on public transport​ (https://www.discoverhongkong.com/eng/plan/traveller-info/get-online.html)​.

· Additional Information
If you want to discover more information about Hong Kong, you can check the following websites:
1. Discover Hong Kong (https://www.discoverhongkong.com/eng/index.html)
2. Lonely Planet - Hong Kong (https://www.lonelyplanet.com/china/hong-kong)
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